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Archasecloaioal Site at Tiwsi Peninsula

The discevery of an early ¥aori "workshcp" site at Tiwai Point by the Staff
of the Scuthland Mueeum cn 3 Hay 1968 is possibly one of the most important
mede in the long search of Maori prebistory, which could throw new light

on Polymesian gettlament of New Zealand,

The evidence, at thig stage of investigation, io of s very early culture
of the Mon hurting period of oceupation,

The 600 ertifsote recovered from the surface and exposed by the elements,
were collected by the Southland Masoum Staff in the three visits made to
the site, The bulk of these artifacts are adze and adze making tools and a
few other wood or benme working tools, all of stone.

Indications ars thai the eito ig a large ndze meking workshop, preducing
tocls in large qusntities, the bulk of the adze found are in the
rough-shaping stage, indicating a well organized, highly skilled, workshop
on the site of the raw materis) — (= type of argillits),

The isolation or the site has protected it fram interference by man and,
®ith a little disturbance from introduced animnle, such =g rabbits, sheep,
and cattle, the surfmce is virtually as it wag abandoned at least 200
Years ago,

The large collections of finishod adze in the Southland Museun, collected
Over many years, can, in many instances, be traceéd by the store and type
of adze to this gite, thougk wo do not heve o single artifact in the
hundreds we have from 2ll parts of the province that wo know wmas found

at Tiwai, The nrea has 0ean known to the Museum for many years hy repute,
to Be a place where - "there ara plenty of adze over there”.

The only finishad artifact from Tiwai in the Huseum ig 2 granite hammerstone,
found whon we psid our firet visit to the aite, five years 820, when the
Smelter wes proposed to be sitod theya, %o found a 1little avidence of a
"workshop" site but aie not regard it of any great importsnce as the
peninsule is of sush a ol eak appearance, bhardly £i% for & habitntion ares.
Wiith the recent fmaltow intorests acceloreted, we decided to rovisit the
ares and 4o = more extensive search and tho site, now being archagol ogically
investizatod, wae found,

It waes of suoch an oxtont and importance, we immedistely contacted Otage
Museum snd Univorsity and, once agein, received their woloome aseistance

in 3 well organiged team of trained workers, under the capeble and efficient
supervieion of M¥r Stusrt Park,

The artifacts we found present a much clearer piciture of the activities of
the early Polyneseian people, in particulapr their method of manufzoture of
these tools and the skills required %o canplate them., The addition of the
€00 artifacts increasoe the value of the alrendy large and priceless
collection of Pinighed adze in our Museum and ehall play an imporiant part
in the research workers! knowledge of lMaors prehigtory,
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